
Dairy Judging Basics



What To Look For:

• Size:
– Tall
– Lengthy
– Large body capacity
–Good spring of ribs
–Wide at pin bones



What To Look For:

• Dairy Character
–Walking upwards
– Trim and feminine head and neck
–Angular over hips, withers, pins
–Carrying minimal extra fat
– Level from hips to pins



What To Look For:

• Udder:
– Smooth fore udder attachment
–High and wide rear udder attachment
– Evenly divided udder quarters
–Desirable sized and shaped teats
–Carried above hocks



Dairy Judging 
Class 1

2 year old Holstein Cows
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Class 1 Placing

2-3-4-1
Cuts of 3-5-2



Class 2
Holstein Senior Heifers
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Class 2 Placing

1-4-2-3
Cuts of 3-3-2



Class 3
3 and 4 Year Old Holsteins
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Class 3 Placing

2-4-1-3
Cuts of
2-5-3



How to Give Reasons:

• Taking Notes-
– Divide page into four sections
– Write down all distinguishing characteristics
– Take notes as you judge class
– Take note of good and bad things for each cow



Example of Notes:
Cow 1-

Straight top line

Large body capacity

Best udder

Cow 2-

High/wide rear udder attachment

Shorter than 1

Level from hips to pins

Cow 3-

One horn

Good spring of rib

Weak fore udder attachment

Poor dairy character

Cow 4-

Smallest cow

Weak pasterns

Good dairy character

Has brown halter



Lets Practice!
Here is a practice class of Brown 

Swiss cows… 

Look at each cow

 Write down several things that you 
like or dislike about that cow. 

Place the class



Brown Swiss 
Cow #1

Class #1
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Class #1: Brown Swiss Cows

1

43
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Time for Decisions…

• Mammary System:

-Best A -Worst   B

• dairy character:

-Best C -Worst   B



What do you think?

• Frame:

-Best A -Worst   D

• Feet & Legs:

-Best C -Worst   B

• body capacity:

 -Best A -Worst   B



Class #1: Brown Swiss Cows
Official Placing

1  3  4  2 

To read what the judge had to say about this class of cows go to:
HOARD'S DAIRYMAN -- The National Dairy Farm Magazine



Class #2
Holstein Dairy Cows
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Official  Placing

1 - 2 - 4 - 3



FFA Application:
Dairy Cattle Judging

•Judge classes of dairy cattle
•Give oral reasons


