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Fig. 91 Silhouette of legs and feet of a Grand Champion. (Courtesy Hoard's Dairy-
man, Fort Atkinson, Wis.)




Fig. 92 The above feet and legs are a poor contrast to the silhouette shown in Fig.
91. However, they belong to an 18-year-old cow that has had an outstanding lifetime
production. Her feet and legs, therefore, are acceptable for a cow at this advame.}
age. There would be a serious ‘discrimination against such feet and legs on a coN &
half this age and in the prime of her life.
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t neat and in good shape by proper trimming at regular
t length of hoof and a strong wall, and by preventing the
form a poor sole or bearing surface. (Courtesy

Fig. 93 Feet can be kep
intervals to maintain correc
sides from growing under the foot to
American Guernsey Cattle Club, Peterborough, N.H.)
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4 -FEET & LEGS

1 1 5%

COMPONENTS OF FEET AND LEGS:

-« SHORT TOE

- REAR LEGS — STRAIGHT FROM REAR

- REAR LEGS — MODERATE ANGLE
FROM SIDE




4-FEET & LEGS

| EGS — SIDE VIEW

- VIEW THE REAR
LEGS FROM THE
SIDE

THE LEG SHOULD
HAVE A MODERATE
ANGLE TO THE
HOCK

THE HOCK SHOULD
BE CLEAN AND
FLEXIBLE




1 — 3 Straight (160 degrees)
4 — 6 Intermediate (147 degrees)
7 — 9 Sickle (134 degrees)
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Fig. 103 Brown Swiss cow with
strong bones, ample refinement, and
excellent set of the hocks. The legs
are supported by strong pasterns
and the hoofs are deep and well
rounded. (Courtesy Hycrest Farm,
Leominster, Mass.)

Fig. 104 These nearly perfect legs on
a Jersey cow have much more refine-
ment of bone than those of the Brown
Swiss in Fig. 103, out they are suitable
for a smaller cow carrying considerably
less weight.
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Fig. 94 A nearly perfect leg, showing the proper curve to the hocks, a strong
pastern, and large, well-formed, good feet. This 4-times All-American Cow withstood
the test of wear on feet and legs to an advanced age. (Courtesy Lavacre Holstein
Farm, Modesto, Calif.)
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Fig. 97 Afine set of legs with strong
pasterns and well-shaped feet. X-1 indi-
cates point of thurl. The plumb line is
even with the hock, X-2. The plumb
should touch the ground midway be-
iween the heel and toe of the hoof.
(Courtesy American Guernsey Cattle
Club, Peterborough, N.H.)
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Fig. 108 Rear view of legs showing
ideal width at hocks. (Courtesy Collins-
Crest, Perry, N.Y.)
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Angle at the front of the rear hoof measured from the floor to the hairline at
the right hoof.

1 — 3 Very low angle

4 — 6 Intermediate angle

7 — 9 Very steep

Reference scale: 1=15 degrees; 5=45 degrees; 9=65 degrees




Fig. 11¥ Ayrsnire nener win veiy
ungainly legs. Time will only exaggerate
this condition.
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Fig. 27 Spread toes on either the
front or the rear feet may cause serious
foot trouble if the spread is pro-
. nounced. (Courtesy Mead et al., Cal.
- Agr. Expt. Sta.)
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Fig. 98 The plumb-line test, which
can be duplicated in practice by an
imaginary line, shows that the weak
pasterns push the legs back too far.
The space between the front of the
hock and the plumb line is slight, but
there would be none at all if this cow
had a strong set of pasterns (a moder-
ate discrimination). (Courtesy American
Guernsey Cattle Club, Peterborough,
N.H.)




Fig. 113 This sickle-legged Ayrshire
cow shows coarse bones and faulty
pasterns (a serious discrimination).
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Fig. 114 The hocks of this Guernsey
Cow are acceptable, but the pasterns
are extremely weak and the feet too
long and shallow (a moderate to
serious discrimination).

Fig. 115 Sickle legs, weak pasterns,
and shallow feet cause this Holstein
cow to walk on the tender part of the
heel of her fool. This is conducive to
foot trouble and usually shortens the
useful life (a serious discrimination).



Fig. 117 The hocks of this Ayrshire
cow are too straight and the pasterns

Fig. 116 Extremely sickle legs and broken and deformed (a serious dis-
long weak pasterns on a high-producing crimination). The strain caused by
Guernsey cow (2 serious discrimina- this condition will shorten the useiul,

tion). productive life of acow
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Fig. 99 This cow has ample bone, but
her legs are sickle-shaped and hence
awkward (a moderate discrimination).
(Courtesy American Guernsey Cattle

Club, Peterborough, N.H.)
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Fig. 100 This cow is very sickle-
legged. Such legs are often referred to
as willowy and are due to lack of sub-
stance in the bone (a serious dis-
crimination). (Courtesy American Guern-
sey Cattle Club, Peterborough, N.H.)
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Direction of feet when view from the rear.
1 Extreme toe-out

5 Intermediate; slight toe-out

9 Parallel feet
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) Fig. 110 Cow showing the same con-
formation described in the preceding
figure, but the condition here (close
hocks, awkward legs and feet that toe
m ‘ jout) is much more pronounced (a
- - N serious discrimination).



